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	                     Risk Assessment for all competitions
	All competition/festival/event  areas & equipment should be regularly inspected and maintained, and any defects to be reported to the HoD of the host school.

	
	School Name:

William de Ferrers Sports Partnership
	

	
	Issued by:  K Jaggard,      Issue Number: 2, Sheet Number: 1 of 2
Approved by: S Newby (Director of Services, WdF School)
	


	Legislation / Information Source:
	Health and Safety at Work Act 1974
Management of health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
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	Date of Assessment:
	18/10/18
	
	

	Assessor Signature:
	
	
	

	Assessment Frequency:
	annual
	
	

	Follow up Assessment Dates:
	18/10/19 or earlier if incident occurs
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Signed and accepted by Headteacher / Centre Manager:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Signed and Accepted by Chair of Governors:
	
	
	


The Association for Physical Education (AfPE) Safe Practice in Physical Education and School Sport, 9th edition, 2016, has been used to produce this risk assessment. A copy of which is held in the Partnership office or the PE office at William de Ferrers School.

Throughout the document, the ‘person in charge of the activity’ is either the SGO/SSCo/PE teacher or NGB qualified coach.

Throughout the document, the ‘primary member of staff’ is the person accompanying the children to the event where they are representing their school (this may be the PLT, a primary teacher, a parent-helper, TA or member of SLT)

Throughout the document, the term ‘competition’ also covers events and festivals (with celebration as the focus) as well as competitions (which hold a competitive element).

Throughout the document, the term PESSPA refers to physical education, school sport and physical activity.

Page 9- Health and safety is ultimately the responsibility of the employer, …. 

· To have a written H&S policy (…page 29 which is reviewed annually)
· provide a safe place to work, 
· to assess and manage the risks of all activities, 
· to inform employees of measures to make situations safe
· provide training and supervision, where appropriate
· to monitor implementation of the procedures.
DUTY OF CARE: 
Page 15- Where the professional standards of care expected are not met (that is the individual is ‘careless’), and as a result, damage is an outcome (ie harm or injury in PESSPA contexts), and the outcome was reasonably foreseeable, it is possible that an allegation of negligence could be pursued.

Originally, the standard of care expected of school staff only applied to qualified class teachers and was described as being in loco parentis: in place of a prudent parent.

This standard has been modified and updated to acknowledge both the context of a school rather than a home, because a  class teacher clearly has responsibility for more children at any one time and in a different environment, and also the changing school workforce where this level of professional responsibility has broadened to include all adults who work with young people.
Page 21- Everyone has a duty of care to ensure the safety and well-being of others. School staff, as professionals, are deemed to have a professional responsibility, and should display a duty of care of a standard equal to that of a competent person in the same position as them within their profession.

Page 23- clear policy is useful within a school to enforce standards and expectations. E.g. policy regarding acceptable clothing, footwear, jewellery and personal protective equipment can be set out in school communications such as a prospectus, newsletter, school website or in letters to parents, and in letters home inviting them to events.

Accidents happen occasionally in PESSPA. Many cannot be anticipated and arise from unforeseen circumstances. Some accidents could have been foreseen, and as such, lessons can be learnt from them, which can in turn inform future policy.

All accidents and incidents in PESSPA are management issues. Safe practice embeds the premise that effective management will be safe management.

Page 25- All policy and supporting documentation relating to safe practice in PESSPA should be dated in order to aid a schedule of regular review.

Whenever H&S procedures or practices are amended, the school has a duty to inform all those affected.

Page 26- The outcomes of establishing and applying safe-practice standards in PESSPA are to-

· enable students to participate in PESSPA that provides appropriate challenge with acceptable risk

· promote student learning about risk management

· fulfil the provision of a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum

· ensure clear management responsibilities and organisation provide for safe systems of work

· identify and provide for any professional learning needs the staff are likely to encounter in their work.

Page 27- Regular staff and departmental meetings are good contexts for the regular reporting and discussion of safe-practice standards and routines. Where meetings are minuted, this provides recorded evidence of such professional learning.

Information contained within these records of such discussion may also be used as part of the portfolio of information requested in the case of an accident investigation.
For safeguarding/child protection- ALL staff/adults working on behalf of the WdF SSP have been DBS checked and we would expect the same to be done by primary schools who send their children with these staff/adults to our events.

	Hazard observed
	Who may be harmed?
	Risk rating before controls

Consequence x Likelihood =
	Control measures
	Risk rating after controls

Consequence x Likelihood =
	Control measures by:

Date & Sign

	Clothing,  organisation and personal effects
	Pupils
	Acceptable
	The Primary member of staff should ensure that:

· Staff leading and supervising their children to the event are either appropriately qualified or competent in the activity they are supervising.

· They should know the children in their care, including their medical needs and have their emergency contact information to hand.

· Pupils wear appropriate clothing, footwear and protective equipment for the intended activity and the surface. 
· Pupils should have been taught progressive skills in their own schools before moving onto more complex skills/situations and have experienced competitive situations prior to the competition.
· Long hair should be tied back, nails kept short and all potentially hazardous personal effects removed or made safe prior to taking part in the activity, including earrings and studs removed.

· Chewing of food, sweets or gum immediately before or during the activity should never be allowed.
· Extra clothing may be worn during warm up, and the primary teacher is responsible for making sure their pupils have completed an appropriate warm up ready for the activity
· Pupils must never work in socks or stockinged feet and bare feet are only acceptable for dance, gymnastics and swimming. Trainers or plimsolls should be worn for all other activities.
· If personal effects cannot be removed, or the person relies on them (e.g. spectacle, hearing aid) the situation should be made safe.
· Emergency contact information and medical information should be carried in case it is needed

· A medical kit should be supplied and used by the primary member of staff on their own children, and a medical qualification is at the discretion of each primary school (in line with their school policy)
· Any children needing the toilet before/during/after the competition are supervised 

· Any inappropriate behaviour is addressed

Overall responsibility rests with the primary school teacher who knows the childrens capabilities better than the SSCo/member of PE staff running the event. Primary staff must assess the mental and physical readiness of pupils for the activity, and  be aware of the symptoms of physiological and psychological fatigue and be prepared to stop activities if pupils display them.
The person in charge of the activity should ensure that:
· The rules of the competition have been sent to the primary school prior to the event so that adequate training has taken place,

· The competition area should be appropriate for the activity and checked prior to the activity commencing for any defects
· If the weather is not deemed suitable for the activity, then where possible the event should take place indoors, or cancelled due to potential health and safety problems.

· Toilets should be pointed out 

· Emergency exits should be pointed out

· A back up medical kit should be carried and kept stocked up by the Partnership

· Hold a current first aid qualification

· Carry a mobile phone and/or have access to a phone in case of an emergency

· The space and equipment available should be sufficient to accommodate the number of children involved in the activity. If not the number of pupils should be reduced or the activities modified to ensure safe participation.

· Mats should be checked each time prior to use – the checklist on page 90-91 should be used.

· Maintenance work should be undertaken by specialist or suitably qualified contractors.

· Defective equipment should be marked accordingly and placed out of use until specialist repair work can be carried out.

· Equipment deemed beyond economical repair should be clearly labelled, removed and disposed of. Equipment should not be kept “just in case it may come in useful”.

· 
	Trivial
	

	Inside activities- fire risk assessment
	Everyone
	acceptable
	The event organiser is responsible for 
· making sure the fire escape routes are accessible throughout the event, and these are made clear at the start of the event.

· Safe storage of flammable items (e.g. gym mats)

· Knowledge of where fire fighting equipment is located.

Primary staff are responsible for 
· guiding their pupils to the escape routes and counting their children and informing the event organiser if they have any pupils unaccounted for.
	
	

	· If a serious accident occurs the person in charge of the activity should stop all activities and follow the school’s emergency procedures. Priority must be given to a nominated first aider dealing with the injured pupil and to providing supervision for the rest of the class.

· If a head injury or spinal damage is suspected tingling or loss of sensation in an arm or leg, the pupil should be kept as still as possible and not moved with expert medical help being summoned

· If a minor accident occurs, then the person in charge of the activity can, where possible supervise the first aid while the competition continues


N.B. The aim of a risk assessment is to provide general information on the type of hazards employees and pupils as well as others who may be involved are exposed to.

IF FOLLOWING IMPLEMENTATION OF ALL CONTROL MEASURES THE RISK RATING IS STILL SUBSTANTIAL OR ABOVE, FURTHER ASSESSMENT & CONTROL MEASURES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED.


